[The role of methadone in the treatment of opiate addicts: current findings in the literature].
We discuss the use of Methadone in the treatment of opiate addiction. Withdrawal and maintenance treatment should be considered separately. Only the latter remains controversial. Various programs exist, mainly in the USA, and the study of their characteristics could enable us to define more precisely their respective indication criteria. The integration of specific and non-concurrent maintenance programs in a diversified but coordinated health care organization for drug addicts appears as the more appropriate and realistic measure in our country. Considering the extension of HIV-infection among this population, it becomes an urgency.